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WIND FARM

Welcome to the September 2018 edition of the ACCIONA Gunning Wind Farm
Newsletter. The newsletter provides updates about the Gunning Wind Farm project located
approximately 15kms northeast of Gunning.
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Wind Farm Update
Craig Simon, Site Manager
Greetings everyone, I trust that you are keeping
well and warm for this time of the year.

It has been
at Gunning Wind
Farm. This is ACCIONA’s new brand positioning.
At ACCIONA we are evolving toward a differential
positioning. A new approach that respects
the brand’s original essence and reinforces our
relevance in strategic markets.
But, what makes ACCIONA an `unusual´
company? It is the way in which we undertake
projects from a sustainable and resilient
viewpoint - committed to people and the
environment, and adapting the current needs
of the planet to the activity of the Company in
all its processes. Do you want to know more of
what make us ‘unusual´? Check out this video
link https://youtu.be/h2KigmRHlvg

Fund project – the new New South Wales
Rural Fire Service Gurrundah fire shed – is now
complete. Solar including lights and power
outlets are now installed and all working. This
is a terrific outcome and would not have been
possible without the much appreciated help
of many people in particular Stephen Friend.
You can see a photo of the fire shed brightly lit
by lights powered from stored energy that is
generated from solar power. This is what we are
all about!
A productive Community Benefit Fund meeting
was held on 2nd May at the Gunning Wind Farm
Maintenance Facility. This meeting provided
input and discussion for future project and
funding community focussed opportunities…
with coffee and cake to finish of the meeting!
Thanks to everyone for your active participation.
We have since funded Gunning District and
Community Health Services for the purchase of
much needed replacement computers. We are
also happy to donate other not used computer

monitors for good use at Gunning District and
Community Health Services. This demonstrates
and supports ACCIONA’s commitment to
responsible environmental care in waste
minimisation and recycling.
At Gunning Wind Farm we aim to minimise waste
produced at site and recycle as much as we
possibly can. To do this we divide each material
type at the point of collection at site before
this resource is collected for responsible reuse supporting a sustainable future.
We are excited to announce successful
recipients of the ACCIONA Gunning Wind Farm
2018 education scholarships and also 2018
sponsorships. We received a good application
response. Many thanks to all those individuals
and groups who applied. Further details of this
can be seen in this newsletter.
Until next time…keep safe.
Craig.

New NSW Rural Fire Service Gurrundah Fire Shed

Currently at site we are in the final stages of
the 2018 wind turbine major preventative
maintenance service program. During this work
Turbine Technicians attend all wind turbines for
routine service work. This can be likened to preset servicing of a vehicle. This is all going well
with the aim always on safety and focus to ensure
turbines operate efficiently and effectively.
Great news…! The building and establishment
of the Gunning Wind Farm Community Benefit
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Community Benefits
New IT equipment in use at the Gunning District
Community and Health Service

ACCIONA established the Gunning Wind Farm
Community Sponsorship fund in 2011 and has
contributed over $80,000 towards community
and education programs. The sponsorship
program will continue for the operational life of
the Wind Farm.

In 2018 we received a wide range of applications
for worthy local projects and events across the
Gunning, Goulburn, Breadalbane and Crookwell
communities. This year’s successful applicants
were:

ORGANISATION

PROJECT

AMOUNT

Upper Lachlan Landcare

Gunning Koala’s Education Program

$2,000

Goulburn Cycle Club Inc.

Goulburn Great Divide Cycle Race

$2,500

Dalton Public School P&C

School Environmental Bush Block Upgrade

$1,000

Gunning Landcare

Youth Engagement Program

$1,900

Burradoo Polo Crosse

Competition participation

$600

Breadalbane Pony Club

Equipment

$2,000
$10,000

TOTAL

We would like to congratulate the successful
applicants and thank all the organisations
that took the time to submit an application.
Applications for the next Community
Sponsorship Program will be open in the first
quarter of 2019.

In addition to the Sponsorship Fund, the
Gunning Wind Farm also provides funds via the
Community Benefits Fund (CBF). This Fund is
managed by the Community Benefits Advisory
Group. The CBF supports services, events and

projects which directly benefit the communities
in the immediate vicinity of the Gunning Wind
Farm.
The following organisations have been assisted
through the CBF:

ORGANISATION

PROJECT

AMOUNT

Gunning District Community and Health Service Inc

New IT Equipment

$4,322

Gunning PA&I Society

2018 Gunning Show

$2,000

Crookwell AP&H Society

2018 Crookwell Show

$2,000

TOTAL

$8,322

We congratulate the successful applicants and
thank all the organisations for sharing their
fantastic projects with us.
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Finke Desert Race
ACCIONA 100% EcoPowered has become the
first electric car to participate in the Finke Desert
Race, held on June 10 & 11 in Alice Springs.
From the first official viewing of the cars, to
the prologue, and during the race itself, the car
attracted widespread attention from fans and
other competitors.
“It was great to be here in Australia for this
wonderful race,” said Andrea Peterhansel, the
car’s German pilot. “It was like nothing else we
have ever experienced, and the number of people
on the side of the track cheering on the cars was
incredible. The course itself was lots of fun to
drive, and we really enjoyed the challenge of this
terrain and the hot, dusty conditions.”

Those cheering from the sidelines included Julian
Elliot, Head of Corporate Communications,
Monica Struzman, Community Relations
Manager, Emma Reiners, Head of Marketing,
Kirsten Lee, ACCIONA Energy Community
Relations Coordinator, Keith Donagher, CBD
Foreman, and Delma O’Kane, NZ Administration
Assistant.
The car endured mixed fortunes during the event,
timing out late on the first day’s stage as a result
of a 45-minute recharge along the route.
The second day saw a much different outcome
however, with the team deciding to push the
car to its limits and do the whole 226km stage
without a recharge. The approach paid off, with
the car finishing the stage within the time limit.

“We learned a lot from day one, and used that
knowledge and experience on the second day,”
said co-pilot Emma Clair. “It was a big decision to
try the whole stage back to Alice Springs without
a recharge, as we knew the distance involved
would really test not just the battery’s capacity,
but our driving strategy and how we managed
the vehicle. It worked though, and we were so
happy to cross the finishing line – it was such a
great moment.”
Participation in the Finke Desert Race has once
again demonstrated the competitiveness of
renewable energy, and how new technologies
continue to push the boundaries not just in
energy generation, but also in sport and other
areas.

Emma Clair (co-pilot) and Andrea PEterhansel (Pilot)
at the start line of the Finke Desert Race

The ACCIONA electric car competing in the Finke
Desert Race
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Education Scholarships
The 2018 Gunning Wind Farm Scholarship
Program attracted a large number of quality
applications. ACCIONA decided to award two
scholarships for 2018. The successful recipients
were Lauren Selmes and Savannah RobergeBoutsikakis.

Savannah Roberge-Boutsikakis at the Gunning Wind Farm

Lauren, who resides with her family in Wheeo
is attending Charles Sturt University in Albury,
where she is studying a Bachelor of Speech and
Language Pathology. Lauren’s passion for speech
pathology is driven by her ambition to provide
diagnosis and planning of treatments for all
people in rural and remote areas. She also has a
passion for renewable energy, which is one of the
reasons she chose to study at the eco-friendly
environment of CSU Albury-Wodonga.
Savannah, lives in Grabben Gullen and is studying
a Bachelor of Agriculture through the University
of New England, Armidale. Savannah says that
her dream job is being a Wool Agent or Livestock
Agent in a large company like Australian Wool
Network (AWN), Australian Wool innovation
(AWI), Local Lands Services (LLS), Landmark or
Elders, so that she can remain in the local area.
Recently Lauren and Savannah visited the Wind
Farm and were provided a tour around the site by
the Site Manager, Craig Simon.

GUNNING
WIND FARM

Lauren Selmes tours Gunning Wind Farm
with Craig Simon (Site Manager)

CONTACT US

ACCIONA HEAD OFFICE

We welcome your contact for information or
feedback about any of our activities. Please call
the free-call number 1800 283 550 or email
energy.community.relations.au@acciona.com.

Level 12, 2 Freshwater Place
Southbank, Victoria 3006
(03) 9027 1000
www.acciona.com.au

For more information about other ACCIONA
Energy projects visit our website www.acciona.
com.au
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